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projects. Further, I strongly urge the Con-
gress to await the outcome of the OPM’s on-
going comprehensive review of the Govern-
ment-wide benefits package for Federal em-
ployees before authorizing other demonstra-
tion projects outside the OPM’s current stat-
utory authority.

With these caveats, I trust that H.R. 4259
will prove helpful to Haskell and SIPI in at-
tracting and retaining highly qualified em-
ployees, thereby enabling them to continue
to fulfill their important mission of providing
quality higher education opportunities to
American Indians.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NOTE: H.R. 4259, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–337.

Statement on Signing the Iraq
Liberation Act of 1998
October 31, 1998

Today I am signing into law H.R. 4655,
the ‘‘Iraq Liberation Act of 1998.’’ This Act
makes clear that it is the sense of the Con-
gress that the United States should support
those elements of the Iraqi opposition that
advocate a very different future for Iraq than
the bitter reality of internal repression and
external aggression that the current regime
in Baghdad now offers.

Let me be clear on what the U.S. objec-
tives are:

The United States wants Iraq to rejoin the
family of nations as a freedom-loving and
law-abiding member. This is in our interest
and that of our allies within the region.

The United States favors an Iraq that of-
fers its people freedom at home. I categori-
cally reject arguments that this is unattain-
able due to Iraq’s history or its ethnic or sec-
tarian make-up. Iraqis deserve and desire
freedom like everyone else.

The United States looks forward to a
democratically supported regime that would
permit us to enter into a dialogue leading
to the reintegration of Iraq into normal inter-
national life.

My Administration has pursued, and will
continue to pursue, these objectives through
active application of all relevant United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions. The evi-
dence is overwhelming that such changes will
not happen under the current Iraq leader-
ship.

In the meantime, while the United States
continues to look to the Security Council’s
efforts to keep the current regime’s behavior
in check, we look forward to new leadership
in Iraq that has the support of the Iraqi peo-
ple. The United States is providing support
to opposition groups from all sectors of the
Iraqi community that could lead to a popu-
larly supported government.

On October 21, 1998, I signed into law
the Omnibus Consolidated and Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1999,
which made $8 million available for assist-
ance to the Iraqi democratic opposition. This
assistance is intended to help the democratic
opposition unify, work together more effec-
tively, and articulate the aspirations of the
Iraqi people for a pluralistic, participatory
political system that will include all of Iraq’s
diverse ethnic and religious groups. As re-
quired by the Emergency Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act for FY 1998 (Public Law
105–174), the Department of State submit-
ted a report to the Congress on plans to es-
tablish a program to support the democratic
opposition. My Administration, as required
by that statute, has also begun to implement
a program to compile information regarding
allegations of genocide, crimes against hu-
manity, and war crimes by Iraq’s current
leaders as a step towards bringing to justice
those directly responsible for such acts.

The Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 provides
additional, discretionary authorities under
which my Administration can act to further
the objectives I outlined above. There are,
of course, other important elements of U.S.
policy. These include the maintenance of
U.N. Security Council support efforts to
eliminate Iraq’s prohibited weapons and mis-
sile programs and economic sanctions that
continue to deny the regime the means to
reconstitute those threats to international
peace and security. United States support for
the Iraqi opposition will be carried out con-
sistent with those policy objectives as well.
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Similarly, U.S. support must be attuned to
what the opposition can effectively make use
of as it develops over time. With those obser-
vations, I sign H.R. 4655 into law.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NOTE: H.R. 4655, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–338. H.R. 4328, the
Omnibus Consolidated and Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 1999, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–277.

Statement on Signing the Women’s
Health Research and Prevention
Amendments of 1998
October 31, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign into law S.
1722, the ‘‘Women’s Health Research and
Prevention Amendments of 1998,’’ which will
significantly advance women’s health by
strengthening national efforts to improve re-
search and screening on diseases with par-
ticular impact on women, including
osteoporosis, breast and ovarian cancer, and
cardiovascular diseases.

This bill will authorize several women’s
health and research screening activities at the
National Institutes of Health and the Centers
for Disease Control for the next 5 years. It
will expand coordinated Federal research
into heart disease, strokes, and other cardio-
vascular diseases among women. In addition,
life-saving screening for breast and cervical
cancer will continue to be made available to
thousands of low-income women.

I commend the sponsors of this bipartisan
legislation, including Senator Bill Frist and
cosponsors Senators Barbara Boxer, Barbara
Mikulski, and Patty Murray, for their con-
tributions that will help protect women from
these deadly diseases and advance our sci-
entific knowledge.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NOTE: S. 1722, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–340.

Statement on Signing the Women’s
Progress Commemoration Act
October 31, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign into law S.
2285, the ‘‘Women’s Progress Commemora-
tion Act.’’ This legislation establishes a 15-
member Commission, appointed by the
President and the Congress to help com-
memorate, celebrate, and preserve women’s
history in America.

It is appropriate that we establish this
Commission on the 150th anniversary of the
Seneca Falls Convention, the first national
congregation on the conditions and rights of
women in the United States. It was there,
at a time when women were denied many
of the rights of citizenship, that 100 brave
women and men proclaimed in their ‘‘Dec-
laration of Sentiments’’ that ‘‘all men and
women are created equal.’’

At Seneca Falls and throughout our his-
tory, women have braved enormous chal-
lenges and helped to build our Nation—from
women patriots hiding General Washington’s
soldiers from the British, to Sojourner Truth
and others leading slaves out of bondage, to
suffragists risking imprisonment to secure for
women the most basic rights of democracy.
The Women’s Progress Commemoration
Commission will seek out the historical sites
of such great moments in our Nation’s his-
tory, and recommend the best way to pre-
serve them for generations to come. The
President’s Commission on the Celebration
of Women in American History, that I cre-
ated by executive order in June of this year
looks forward to working with the Commis-
sion created by S. 2285.

As we approach a new century and a new
millennium, it is more important than ever
that we honor these monuments to our en-
during ideals. Therefore, it is with great
pleasure that I sign this legislation.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 31, 1998.

NOTE: S. 2285, approved October 31, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–341. Executive Order
13090—President’s Commission on the Celebra-
tion of Women in American History, signed June


